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Home Ec ~men Take the Air 
Gaynold Carroll relates the success story of 
Iowa State's Homemakers' Half Hour 
A WOMAN'S place is in the home-even the 
woman thinks so! At least such is the case if the 
increase in popularity of WOI's Homemakers' Half 
Hour is any indication. 
v\Triting in from almost every state in the union and 
foreign countries as well, homemakers have swelled 
the list of requests for talks given on this program from 
5,412 in 1929 to 157,736 in 1939, according to a report 
just compiled by Mrs. Zenobia B. Ness, who this year 
is celebrating her tenth anniversary as director of the 
Half Hour. 
Proof of the pudding is further evidenced by the 
fact that during the weeks of last April 4 to 17, inclu-
sive, a total of 1,257 cards and letters were received in 
the Homemakers' mail while 7,859 requests were sup-
plied. From April 18 to 24-1,037 cards and letters 
came to Mrs. Ness's desk and 2,199 talks were sent out. 
"I think your broadcasts are the most helpful on 
the air," is only one of the many excerpts from the 
Half Hour's fan mail. 
On the air at 10 a.m. each day except Saturday and 
Sunday, Homemakers' Half Hour programs are com-
posed of contributions by faculty members from the 
nine departments of the Home Economics Division, 
with the Home Economics Extension Staff cooperating. 
Varied as the field of homemaking itself, talks num-
bering 502 were presented to radio listeners during 
the past year. Most requested talk is "Setting the Stage 
for a Tea," by Louise L'Engle, Foods and Nutrition 
Department, for which there were 1,722 inquiries. Dr. 
P. Mabel Nelson, head of the same department, wrote 
"Fruit Cakes," which ranked second with 1,400 re-
quests. More than 1,325 women asked for Dr. Nelsons's 
"Gingerbreads" and "Molasses and Spice and Every-
thing Nice." 
Topping the list in the Applied Art Department, as 
revealed by the report, is "American Glass" by Mrs. 
Ness. Placing second is "Harmony in Flower Arrange-
ment" by the same author. Leading all requests in 
applied art, though not presented on the past year's 
program, is the late Anna Henderson's "Furnishin~ 
the Living Room and Dining Room" in the School 
for the Brides series. A close second is "With a Color 
Scheme I Will Doctor Your Face, and with Paint and 
Paper Transform This Place" by Joanne M. Hansen, 
department head. 
In the Child Development Department, "List of 
Books for Children and Parents" by Edith M. Sunder-
lin led all others. Miss Sunderlin's "Have You Made 
Room for the Children?" ranked next and Lydia 
Swanson's contribution, "\!\Till You Be a Good Neigh-
bor?" followed. 
"The Adult Goes to School" by Mary S. Lyle, and 
"Lead Kindly Light" by Marcia E. Turner, placed 
first and second, respectively, in requests from the 
The I owa Homemaker 
Mrs. Zenobia Ness broadcasts daily from her 
studio in Home Economics Hall 
Home Economic$ Education Department. Ranking 
high were "The Boys Take Home Economics" by Mar-
guerite Havens; "The Neighbors Discuss Plans for a 
Visit from the Home Economics Teacher" by Regina 
J. Friant and Miss Turner, and "High School Organi-
zations for Youth" by Ruth Macy. 
Six hundred requests were received for "Closing the 
House for the Summer Vacation" written by Willie 
Fletcher and Mildred Barr Roberts, Home Manage-
ment Department. Evelyn Zwemer's "Books for the 
Homemakers' Shelf" was next. "Money Management 
in the Home" by Margaret Hedge followed. 
Popular in the Household Equipment Department 
are the Betty Ames series of talks. Homemakers wrote 
for more than 300 copies of "Waffles in the Making, 
Baking and Taking", "Refrigerator Facts and Fancies", 
"The String Bean Were a Bargain After All", "Re-
frigerators", "An Electrical Christmas", "Putting on 
the Pressure" and "The Step Saving Kitchen". "Useful 
Facts About Electricity" by Vivian Brashear and 
"Oven Meals" by Virginia Lincoln received many 
requests. 
Asked for most of all in the Institution Management 
Department was "The Club's Christmas Luncheon" 
by Fern W. Gleiser, head of the department. Follow-
ing were "Stuffing the Holiday Bird" and "Hot 
Weather Drinks" by Lenore Sullivan. 
Four talks vie for first place in the Physical Educa-
tion Department. They are "Promoting Thanksgivin~ 
Sociability", ''I'd Like to Be Different" and "Old 
Fashioned Valentine Party", all by Ruth Hassinger, 
and "Christmas Games for Grown-ups" by Mary 
Hester. 
"Dressing Problems for the Mature Woman" by Dale 
Houx Jones peaked all requests in the Textiles and 
Clothing Department. Other favorites were "Making 
Your Dress Look More Professional" by Mary Gabriel-
son, "Consumer Protection in the Present Day Market" 
by Iva L. Brandt, "Pepping Up Your Personal Appear-
ance" and "Designer's Scrapbook" by Miss Jones. 
Individuals, clubs and organizations may have copies 
of any or all Homemakers' Half Hour program talks 
by writing to v\TOI. No permanent mailing list is 
maintained and each talk must be requested. How-
ever, home economics teachers may, for a service charge 
of $1.50, receive all talks broadcast. Checks or money 
orders must be made payable to Iowa State College. 
